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'Canine distemper virus could be why captured tiger did not harm 
humans, livestock' 



canine distemper was a type of disease caused by a virus that commonly attacked domestic cats and dogs, but there had also been many cases involving 
wild animals such as tigers, wolves and foxes.NSTP/Email 


By Bernama (/authors/bernama) - July 21, 2019 @ 7:10pm 


KUALA NERUS: The male tiger captured last Friday by the Terengganu Wildlife and National Parks Department (Perhilitan) after it wandered 
into Kampung Besul Lama, Bukit Besi, in Dungun, may be infected with the canine distemper virus. 

Forestry Department director-general Datuk Abdul Kadir Abu Hashim said this was based on preliminary observations by wild animal 
experts at Perhilitan and the Terengganu Veterinary Department, which was also involved in the operation. 

He said canine distemper was a type of disease caused by a virus that commonly attacked domestic cats and dogs, but there had also been 
many cases involving wild animals such as tigers, wolves and foxes. 

"It will cause the animal to be confused and go against its predatory instincts. 

"This may be the reason why it does not harm humans and livestock that come into its path. 

"A normal tiger will not refuse to (eat) man or livestock. 











"If it doesn't eat, it will attack due to its instincts or natural habits," said after presenting a public lecture titled "Facing the Challenge of 
Future Wildlife Management" at Universiti Malaysia Terengganu, here, today. 

Flowever, Kadir said whether the male tiger, dubbed Awang Besul, was infected or not could only be confirmed after the authorities had 
obtained the blood test results in two weeks time. 

"According to information provided by staff at the National Wildlife Rescue Centre (NRWC) in Sungkai, Perak, where the tiger was placed, 
Awang Besul is healthy and able to eat and drink well." 

Fie dismissed suggestions that the tiger was kept as a pet as reported earlier, as Perhilitan had never issued a licence or special permit to 
any party to adopt wild animals such as tigers and snakes. 

"The Malayan Tiger is a species of animal that is fully protected by law, and only the minister can approve special permits for those who 
want to adopt them as pets," he added. 

Kadir said, based on paw prints found at several locations during the operation, Awang Besul was believed to be the only tiger in the area. 

Flowever, he said, Perhilitan would continue to set traps for a week or two to see whether there was indeed another tiger as reported earlier. 

"Male tigers usually moves alone, unlike the female that comes out with its offspring or a lion that hunts in a group. 

"For the time being, let's monitor and see if the other tiger claimed by villagers is a panther, considering the area is its habitat," he added. 

On another development, Kadir said a viral video that showed a man bathing a tiger was recorded in 2010 in Johor, and action had been 
taken against the owner. - Bernama 
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